BRAINARD AIRPORT

Hartford, Conmnecticut

OVERVIEW
Brainard Airport has significance as one of
Connecticut's oldest airports. Early aviators such as

Charles Lindbergh and Lieutenant Stuart Chadwick (the first

" i ; :
person to land at the airport) are associated with the

site. As Hartford's only airport, Brainard is an important
part of c¢he social and economic history of the area.
Located in the southeast section of Hartford, east
of Interstate 91, Brainard Airport was built by the city
and opened omn June 11, 1921. It was constructed in
response to an accident in which two men were killed as
they tried to land their plane in Goodwin Park.2 In 1927
Charles Lindbergh landed at Brainard, which was his first
stop on a major tour after his cross-Atlantic flight. In
1952 the City of Hartford divided the property, and the
state purchased that portion currently occupied by the
airport. Buildings which date from the 1930s are a hangar,
the headquarters building, and an Air National Guard office

and hangar.

ly. B. Wetherall, Director, Brainard Airport, to
Arthur J. Lumsden, unpublished letter dated
January 23, 1967.

Z"pviation Field is Informally Opemned," photocopy
of newspaper clipping, unnamed Hartford newspaper, Saturday
Morning, April 30, [1930] edition.




HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES

WST&REY & B3

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
l Site Ne -

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION
5% SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT
203) 566-3005

06 106

1 BUILDING NAME (Common)

Historic ) .
Dept. of Aeronautics Headquarters

£ TOWN TITY

Hartford

3 £ L=

_J Same
COUNTY

VILLAGE l"

Airport

_Hartford

NUMSE R

Airport Road - Brainard
4 DWNERIS

kr§%a;e of Ll = lept, of Transporeatdon .

Pre-en

Office
GACCESSImLITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM BUSLE ROAD

TO PUBLIC: E Yes D No

7 STYLE OF aUILD'NG

r__l Private

@ Public

IDENTIFICATION

| Same
CESSELE IF YES

—
L_JNo |

EXBL AN
Office

NTEROR &C

| Bves

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

Utilitarian - Modern 1935

& WATERECTS
D Clapboard

Bo!hof
(Specify) __

Indicate use or location when appropriate)

Asbestos Siding

E‘lﬂnck
D Fi eldstone
D Cobblestone

r—: Cut stone

D Asphalt Siding

D Stucco

Concrete
—J Type:

D Wood Shing'c

D Boord & Bartten

Alurm num
sldf”t_

3 IR0 T

JRAL SYSTEM e
=

D Wood trame C Post and beam __ balloen

D Load beor ng mosenry

4
| Structural iron or stoel

Yl
l_b.! Flot

o

L_J Monsord

™

| l Maonitor L

sowtoorh

~— QOther

= =3
L_J Cumbrel! L_J Shed L Round Spe

Mar=rial

Roll
Aspholt

— — ™
D Woad Shingle L__f L Tin __J Siate

DESCRIPTION

. —
[:i Builtup |_J Tile —

AEPPROXIMATE |

Asphglt shingle
JMBER OF STORIES

2 30 x 50"

5l d

@E-ull.ﬂt

13 INTEGRITY

el On eriginal
site
WELATED O ©

j Born

Carrioge
3 house
1S. SURRD

Stracearal

E Good

Lo ationi

M
L_J Fair [_: De!er.orated l D Excelient
M

T weEN
J Moved X Yes ; lNo roof was raised from one story to two stories
NG S LANDSCABE FERTURES — i ene— S — b
o ol
) Garage __J Other londscope features or buildings

D Deteriorated

IF YES EXPLI p 2 = e — =

Shed Specify)

L_J s‘\op Rl Garden

UNDING ENVIRONMENT
~— Wood- M
t Open lana e L_J Residentiol
Indus-

— lond
)
I‘:} Cemmerciol trial j Rural o
76 INTERRELATIONSHIFE OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

L) Scottered buildings visible from site

High building density

The headquarters building is located between ti

the garage. It overlooks the field.

1e Air National

- Guard Headquarters/Hanger and
landing

{OVER)




DESCRIPTION (Cantinued)

SIGMIICANCE

I

SOURCES

The
Structures
building.

FEFTURAL TMPORTA

at Brainard

Headquarters Building

1

ma:

gniricance

a solid

Y 1
anc wed

as one of the early

, 4 i
Il=proportionedg

PHOTO

i

4 compiLED BY

Marian

facade &
Marian G
[ CREANITATION

N

L v -

west

Connecticut H

Grabowicz

rabowicz

istorical

elevation

LOTNG OR 5ITE

L

| —

F'IIVG‘.

ghways

L_J Vondalism

Detericrotion

i |
L] Developers

D ZMir\g

L) Other

L Explonotion




RISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES

MIST.6 REV & B3
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

(203) 566-3005

FOR OFF-‘CE USEONLY

Town No : | Slt. No.:
QLAD

4_:' P oteiiol
1. BUILDING NAME (C ommon) THiStoric ) et s
Hanger | Same
Z TOwWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTYY <
F3 Hartford Hartford
= | 7 STHEEY AND NUMSER a0l > 3 e o - e
S Airport Road Bramard ;\1r-mrt
E S OWNERIS = S S R e S E <2 e T ==
= ; ] -
z State of Cornecticut - Department of Tran*—.px-rtat ion E]P,,bug r-__:Prl-:ve
- ST — —— S ——— i =
o 152z Z Histor
storage L hanger -~ plane storage & repair
- EXTERIOR ,BIBLE FROM PLELIC ROAD INTERIOR A__ESSIBLE ] TF YES EXPLAIN =
ACCESSIBI'ATY {—1
TO PUBLIC: | X! Yes Dﬁo I D\Jes @No {
ey IBINE l DATE OF CONSTRUCTYION
Mcdern hanger l 1935
8 WMATERIALTS jndic ate use or location when appropriate) ——— - — -
Other
DC'ﬂphﬂ-’"d D Asktestos Siding E_] Brick (Specify) s -
D Wond Shingle D Aspholt Siding D Fieldstone
D Boord & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Ay num Concrete Cut stone
Siding 1L | Type: i g
ETRL- T JHNAL GYSTEMW e = e = = — e
D Wood frame D Post and beom .| balloen
1
X ] Load beoring mosonry L_J Structural iron or sreel
D Other pocify - P S S e S T
'8, BOGE (Tyvert RE S ey . . — = <
R ¥
| Loble L_J Moniter L] sawtooth
= ) e ™ Drher
z Lx_‘ Cumbrel flat L_J Shed ] Hip D Round L_' Specify S e
- 4
- vareriall
- Reail
- — —
5 D Wood Shingie LJ Aspholt (X Tin D Slate
w
- : - Other
- L Asphclt shingle D Built vp lJ Tile - 1_ Specify Creslseas e &
1 UMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE CIMENSIONS o
l‘ 45"'x75"
T2 CONDITION (Structural (Extertor
D Excellent Q Good D Fair D Deterumu'ﬂi I D Excellent L\.J__GNN’ 4 D Fair D Deteriorated
[VS INTEGRITY (Location r WHEN 1 IF YES EXPLAIN S, e —
iginal
R Tl = 1
T RECATED O ™ TONGS G5 LANDSCAPE ¥ s E—
D Barn _ Shed ._J Garage __}J Other 'and :cope ieatures or buildings (Specify) plane runway
Carriage
D sl D Shop D Garden ) o
15 SURROQUNDTING ENVIRONMENT £ ——
j Open land 3 r;:d" ]:: Residentiol ! Scattered buildings visible from site
dus- - a
L._J Commercial _] ::io‘;' :j Rurol L) High bui'ding density
T3 l.‘feagsi_nrions_ﬁ OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 3 R —— =
This building is located on the eastern edge of the field across from the
Air 1 building.
(OVER)




OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE

This is a 1) story re
which is covered with
door with four ]i._s_li’lth'
comprised of
cverhead,
four

two courses of
metal
secs of fl."l_l_r

windows.

garage doors.
(3x3)

is a newe

rectan

Lype lnere

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

interiny and

or exwerior

:.:-iL..-}‘-
The ea

elevation

casement

addition

brel roof

i

a wood paneled

voussoirs

between
h industrial-

south elevation.

OR ARCHITECTURAL MFOPTANCE

airport which currently remrins

SIGNI~ICANCE

This structure is significant becaus

is one of
property.

SOURCES

hangers at

GRAPWE®R

M. Grabowicz

northeast corner

4

T aWE

M. Grabowicz

[ ONGANIZATION

Connecticut Historical Commission
e ————————— ————— i

59 South Prospect Street, H

ELD EVALUATION.

4 compiLeED BY | PHOTO

TRHREAT: T BUTLDING OR SITE

L__l Highwoys

I
o8 Renewo

Vandalism

E: NMone known

Privaote Detericration

p— —
L__J Developers L 3

D Zoning

Other

W
Explonatien _

HIST 4 REV & 83 (Back




HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY SFECED
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES s ey

ST REV & D]

Town No -

TATE OF CONNECTICUT
COHNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106
(203) 566-3005

Potentiol
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) Historic ) — o

Garage

4 TOWN CITY VILLEAGE *BURYY P

Hartford Hartford

NUMSER sad or lof o 3 = ——y e e et ——

Airport Road T M D

3 OWNERS — = - = e e e

Lrﬁtate of CT - Department of [ransportatio X Publie

1€ | Pre~ent

IDENTIFICATION

Garage

. EXTERIOR VEBL_E FROM PUBLE. ROAD — .
ACCESSIBILITY| — 5 BLIC ROA WNTEROR AC
70 PUBLIC: | LX! Yes [Jne

Y SYVLE SF BUILON GATE OF CONSYRUCYON
Utilitarian J 1940's

@ WMATERIALTS (Indicate use of location when app.-opristel _‘_-

i h
Dclﬂpbﬂﬂ*d D Asbestos Siding lr_{J Brick .os".:t,-.p,;

P |
L_J Wond Shing‘c D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone

-
D Boord & Batten D Stucco [.-_) Cobbilestone

Alum:num Concrete 1 Cut stone
Siding BHPI il L] Type:

§ CTHRL TURAL SYSTEM g e o S e

~—

I'_“'| 1
| ]. Wood frome L_J) Post and beom balloon

=

v .
[}J Lead bearing masornry | Mructural iron or sieel

{ wable X L._J Massord

- 1 r— Dthe:
L_ _} Cumbrel | J P : ' L] Specity

Materigl

D Wood Shingle

p—

DESCRIPTION

Asphalr shingle
UMBER OF STORIES

1

2. CONDYY

- ee\ls,—qc"-c inting
D Excellent m Good L_.J_ Fair D Dﬂer nru!edJ - E- len C = F ir L) Der".mm.d
- T T e

L
?‘__.

1]
[T INTEGRITY (Locatior E YE xeL
f__'\ o naol . # I
X ‘I':.D"D' X s D F:E_L_.:] No l —
T BECATED D STRES T5 CANDS ERYURES

ON i Structaral

j Rica ) < '__J Goroge LYl Dther londscope features or Lwildings (Specf
&k e P Metal-frame tower with green & white lights dating
Qrriage | € 1 ~ # . s - . .
) house L_J Shop L_J Garden from the late 1930s - may be transferred to Bradley

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT == N Ty -
™ [ Wood- [} 1 oo
J Open land L sl L Residentiol L) Scattered buildings visible from gite

—_—

Museum

ndus- Y .
. Commereiol | , :ﬂ;{ 1 Rural 3 | High building density
INTERSELATIONSHIP OF BUILOING AND SURROUNGINGS joag e

This czarage is located just South of the headquarters building.

I f{OVER!




17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES DF BU'LDING OR SITE |interior and or exterior)

This is a one-story rectang *k structure with a flat roof. It has
~tre b A . | . 1 —— 1 i - 1 " 1 1 | T
overhead garage doors located on the north and south elevations. Fenes-

tration consists of multipane (4x5) industrial sash-tvpe windows. On
the west elevation the windows are located between brick piers

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

This is a plain utilitarian structure.

IGNI*ICANCE

L3

SOURCES

FPHOTOGRAPHER CATE
o M. Grabowicz 6/24/85
B e YL >
: ST = i “HC Fioce
a north elevation | Ct
T Ul e b OISR NP — et
- : . PN TR TR A
. ) M. Grabowicz 6/24/85 T
& [owexwTTIYoN > —— g e e
~ . 1712 s . . Here
= Connecticut Historical Comm n
% [ IooREST R e e e o e
o 3 . . 2 s e PRy, W
o 59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, CT 06106
S SUDSCGUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS —

T THREEATS 70 BUTLDING OF SITE

[Q Mone known D Highwaoys D Yandolism D Developers DO!h.t

’ —
|| Renes , Privare | Deterioration D Zoning i Expl tion
=

ST-4 REV & B Bock




