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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The plan of the Day house is irregular with projecting bays and 
porches and. a two-story wing to the vest.

The exterior has a variety of complex and interrelated contrasts 
of shape and color. These eclectic and ornate elements are integrated 
into a pleasing aesthetic unity: (1) The limestone of the exterior walls 
is organised in patterns by string courses of brownstone and below the 
eves by a chequered pattern of blue and pink limestone. (2) The 
dormers in the roof and the over-hanging gables are covered by scalloped 
shingles which are deep red (Originally the shingles of the roof 
were also this color). (3) The columns, railings, scrolled braquets, 
pierced work, consoles, and moldings about window frames and dormers 
are painted a deep brown similar to the c'olor of the brownstone. 
(4) The sirgle half-timbered gable has the pattern of the tree of life. 
On the front porch gable is a carved design of birds and leaves painted 
in gold and blue which is the same color as the blue limestone under 
the eaves.

The exterior has recently been sandblasted and efforts have been made 
to restore the building to its 1884 fom. Only the shingles of the roof 
 now a pink red fail to duplicate what is known of the original color. 
These were a deep red. This change notable affects the appearance of 
the house. If it were the same color as the scalloped shingles the 
building would appear to be both more coherent and more top-heavy.

The interior is typical of the period. Fireplaces on the ground floor 
have elaborately carved mantels. The fireplace ojr.cnings are framed with 
tiles which have colorful patterns. Some rooms have plaster cornices 
with complicated Datterns in lo : relief.
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The Say House is significant as a paradigm of the Ujueen Anne Qtyle- 
which was introduced in England in 1664 bv RicHard MorlrSn'SBaw,;-

' *<-..... ..  

The house was designed by Francis Kirn-ball, and completed in 1884  
The owner was Franklin Chamberlin and he was also the builder of the 
Stowe House just to the west.

The building is situated on the corner of Forest Street and Farming- 
ton Avenue between the Stowe House and the Kark Twain House. It is 
beloved that the house was built by Chamberlain to rival the Kark 
Twain House which was built ten years earlier. During the period 1870- 
90 ICook Farm was a vital intellectual centerrand although Cnamberlin 
was not part of that intellectual circle his house is evidence of 
the attraction which intellectual and cultural distinction has for 
men whose only virtue is material wealth.

Chamberlin ! s home is called the Day House because it was purchased 
in 1940 by Harriet Beecher Stowe T s grand-niece Katharine Seymour Day 
in order to protect the environment of the Stowe House, In 1941 1-iss 
Day established the Stowe-Day Memorial Library and Historical Foundation 
to which she becueathed her entire estate.

On the western edge of Hartford, Connecticut, a wide meander 
of the Park Itiver once embraced a heavily wooded tract long known 
as the Kook. In this area there developed a neighborhood of inter 
related families and friends whose wide range of interests and 
accomplishments made Nook Farm a cultural center and a mecca for 
distinguished visitors during the second half of the nineteenth century. 
Its two foremost residents, Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) and 
Samuel L. Clemens (1835-1910), attained international fame.

Visitor's folder- Harriet Beecher Stowe f s House in Nook Farm,
Stowe-Day Library and Foundation.



Interview v;ith Leslie Reichlin of the Stowe-Day Foundation. 
November, 1970.

Connecticut Historic Structures and Lar.dnarks Survey

Visitor's folder. Harriet Beechar Stowe's House ir l-ook Farm
Stbwe-Day Library and Foundation.
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Constance Luyster, Administrative Trainee
ORGANIZATION DATE

Connecticut Historical Commission Kovenber 13, 19;
STREET AND NUMBER:

75 31m Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Hartford

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is: 
it. JT 

National n^ --State Q Local QQ
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State Liaison Officer and Chairman 
Title Co: necticut Historical Co: irdssic

Date November 13, 1970

STATE CODE

Connecticut 09
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P^eservaWeq
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SCALE 1:24000
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER
SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN H*GH WATER 

THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE iS APPROXIMATELY 1.7 FEET

FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242 
A FiLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
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