STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION

May 4, 2000

The Honorable Michael Peters
Municipal Building

City Hall

550 Main Strest

Hartford, CT 06103

Dear Mayor Peters:

It is a great pleasure to inform you that the Homestead Avenue Historic District in
Hartford, Connecticut, was listed on the State Register of Historic Places by the
Connecticut Historical Commission at their meeting on May 3, 2000.

The State Register of Historic Places is an honorary designation established by the
General Statutes. Although the designation does not prevent a property owner from
demolishing a structure, the State Register guides local officials, State agencies, and
the general public in identifying historic properties.

It is my sincere hope that this designation will serve to encourage the preservation and
reuse of this important historic rescurce. We appreciate your concern for historic
preservation.

if you have any questions, or if this office can be of assistance, please cali or write John
Herzan, State Register Coordinator.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

TEL: (860) 566-3005 e-mail: cthist@neca.com FAX: (860) 566-5078
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"Seeking to revitalize Hartford and its

neighborhoods through the preserva-

tion and rehabilitation of Hariford's
unique architectural heritage.”

P.O. Box 230272
3( State House Square
Hartford, CT 06123-0273

28 February 2000

HOMESTEAD AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

DISTRICT STREETS & PROPERTIES

Cabot Street: 14-16, 15, 17-19, 18-20, 21-23, 22-24, 25-27, 26, 29-31, 30-32, 33-35, 34-
36, 37-39, 38-40, 41-43, 42-44, 45-47, 46-48, 49-51, 50-52, 54-56, 58-60.

Edgewood Street: 7-9, 14,15,18-20, 19, 21, 22-24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30-32, 31, 36-38, 40-
42, 41-43, 44, 45-47, 48, 49-51, 50, 53-55, 54, 57-59, 58-60, 61-63, 62-64.

Homestead Avenue: 139-141, 140-146, 143-145, 147-149, 150, 151-153, 154-156, 1355-
157, 158-160, 159-161, 162-164, 163-165, 166-168, 167-169, 171-173, 175-177, 179-191,
180-182, 184-186, 188-190, 192-194, 193, 195-197, 196-198, 199-201, 200-202, 203-205,
204-206, 210-216 (aka 4-6 Sterling Street).

Sterling Street: §-14, 16H, 16-18, 20-22, 24-26.
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HOMESTEAD AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

DESCRIPTION

The proposed Homestead Avenue Historic District includes 76 residential buildings on
Homestead Avenue between Sterling Street and Edgewood Street (street numbers 139-255),
Edgewood Street from Homestead to just south of Albany Avenue (street numbers 7-64),
Cabot Street from Homestead to just south of Albany Avenue {street numbers 14-60), and
the first four buildings on the east side of Sterling Street from Homestead Avenue (street
numbers 16-26). See map for boundaries.

The area is bounded on the west, north, and east by the Upper Albany National Register
Historic District, and on the south side by an existing raiiroad right-of-way. The Upper Al-
bany National Register Historic District is gencrally made up of early 1900s wood frame
one and two-family homes in the Queen Anne style.

Homestead Avenue is a busy secondary feeder street which together with Walnut Street ex-
tends from downtown Hartford out to Albany Avenue near the western boundary of Hart-
ford. Edgewood, Cabot, and Sterling are quiet, narrow streets that connect Homestead
north to the main thoroughfare, Albany Avenue. The district is flat, with buildings set well
back from the streets and many large trees lining the streets. Buildings are closely spaced,
with some lots vacant where buildings were recently demolished.

Buildings in the Homestead Avenue Historic District are handsome and historic, dating from
the early 1900s. All 78 existing buildings but three are residential, erected between 1900 and
1925. Most date from 1907 to 1915. One building dates tc 1860, and two adjacent build-
ings on the south side of Homestead Avenue are nondescript modern commercial buildings.

District buildings are examples of common types and styles utilized in Hartford for worker
housing during the city's rapid development in the early 1900s.

e Brick triple-decker three-family and Perfect Six six-family buildings, with large classic
cornices and window lintels of the Italianate Style. Many have bay windows and three-
story wood porches on the front. There are approximately 40 buildings of this type in the
district, the most common type.

e Brick three-story flat-front small apartment blocks, most with Colonial Revival features
such as large commices and arched entrances, and some with wood porches in front.
There are approximately 20 of this type, including two exceptional Georgian Revival
buildings on Edgewood Street (see Statement of Significance).

e Wood frame two and three-family houses, some triple-deckers and some with gable roofs
and other features of the Neo-Classicical Revival and Queen Anne styles.



Page 2, Homestead Avenue Historic District, Description, 24 March 2000

In addition to these main styles, there are a few other building types in the district, including
several small two-story brick residences (i.e., the c1860 Greek Revival house at 14 Edge-
wood Street).

Styles and building types are dispersed in the area, but small clusters of one style appear in
many cases, presumably constructed by one builder at one time.
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4(-54 Edgewood Street, 1807-10

While the three-tamily houses relate closely 1o single homes in
design, lriple deckers |ike 40-54 Edgewood Street iook more

like apariment s. Builtin 1807-10, the brick bhiocks have

flat roofs and wide, ornamental cornices at the roofiines, The
triple-decker arrangement, with three large flats per building, was
often doubled to form the "perfect six.” Like most of the
neighborhood, the houses haye ColorTal Revival touches: porches
and decorative comices have Balusirades, daatl courses and
wreath-ornamented friezes similar o those on the wood-frame
houses of the same period. Most of the originial residents were
factory workers. Many were Irish, like Michaal Murphy, who lived at
number 50.

By 1926, ail of Upper Albany's streets were filled in with houses.
One of the last streets to be built up was Westbourne Parkway.
Joseph Gelman designed the houses at 120-134 Westboume
Parkway in 1923 and 1924, They are two-family homas with
compact, sunny plans, in the typical, simple Colonial Revival style
ofthe twenties. The only decorative detailing appears al the
entrance porticos, which have door hoods in a variety of roof
shapes: flat, round-arched and gabled. Ong early resident of the

oo
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Photograph #4

East Side of Edgewood Street
Near Homestead Avenue

14-24 Edgewood Sireet,

House in foreground is
14 Edgewood Street (¢1860).

Photograph #5

East Side of Edgewood Street
Midway Between Homestead
Avenue and Albany Avenue

54-44 Edgewood Sireet.

Photograph #6

East Side of Edgewsod Street
Near Albany Avenue

62-64 Edgewood Street,

Wood frame house in
foreground is in Upper Albany
National Register Historic
District.
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Photograph #9

West Side of Cabot Street
Near Homestead Avenue

15-43 Cabot Street.



Photograph #10

West Side of Edgewood
Street Near Homestead
Avenue

150 Homestead Avenue and 7-
27 Edgewood Street.

Photegraph #11

West Side of Edgewood
Street Midway Between
Homestead Avenue and
Albany Avenue

The center building is 27
Edgewood Street, one of only 2
identical Georgian Revival
apartment buildings in this
block.

25-29 Edgewood Street.

Photograph #12

West Side of Edgewood
Street Near Albany Avenue

43-59 Edgewood Street.
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135-173 Homestead Avenue.
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Northeast Corner of

t Homestead

R A

Intersect

ing Street
216 Homestead Avenue.

Avenue and Steri

210




"Seeking to revitalize Hartford and its

F f g f f. d neighborhoods through the preservation
: and rehabilitation of Hartford's unique

P[@S& ati On AI I i ance architectural heritage.”

P.O. Box 230272
90 State House Square
Hartford, CT 06123-0273

26 March 2000

HOMESTEAD AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The area of the proposed Homestead Avenue Historic District was developed during the important
rapid period of expansion and prosperity in Hartford's history, in the first two decades of the 1900s.
The district was part of the expansion resulting from development of the irolley line on Albany
Avenue in 1886. '

Prior to the 1890s, the land in the district was occupied by family farms or by large estates associ-
ated with some of Hartford's leading families, including the Goodwins and the Battersons. In 1871,
construction of the Connecticut and Western Railroad (along the southern boundary of the district}
attracted some industry to the area, but the land generally remained undeveioped. Shortly before
1900, three events occurred that led to the rapid development of the area: the growth of industry
and commerce in Hartford; an accompanying increase in immigration; and the extension of the elec-
tric streetcar line up Albany Avenue. The streetcar line made the area attractive for development,
and prosperity and immigration created demand for housing.

Unprecedented industrial growth in Hartford was taking place, driven by an industrial revolution in
precision machining. For several years in a row, for example, new factory space increased by
300,000 square feet per year, creating great demand for worker housing. Thus, the Homestead
Avenue arca rapidly expanded during the 1900-1920 period.

The area which constitutes the Homestead Avenue Historic District was assembled and subdivided
by the Homestead Park Development Corporation (formed in 1905). Homestead Avenue and the
adjacent side streets were constructed at this time. Most buildings in the area of the proposed dis-
trict were erected between 1907 and 1915. While earlier development was mostly one- and two-
family middle-class homes around Albany Avenue and north toward Keney Park, during this later
period development was apartment buildings for the working class south of Albany Avenue toward
the industrial area along Homestead Avenue. The apartments were built mostly for immigrants
coming to Hartford to work in the factories.

During the 1940s and 1950s, the number of African American families in the district gradually in-
creased, and by 1960 they had become the largest ethnic population in the area.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
The proposed Homestead Avenue Historic District is significant for the following reasons:

1. THE DISTRICT IS HISTORICALLY CONSISTENT AND ARCHITECTURALLY COHESIVE
- 98 percent the buildings belong to one 20-year period in Hartford's history, offering a unique op-
portunity to experience the physical environment of that time.
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2. THE DISTRICT IS HISTORICALLY "INTACT" - Very few of the historic structures have been
demolished, and there are only two non-historic buildings in the district, so the area still appears
much the way it did 75 to 100 years ago. It is an unusually large concentration of historic structures
in a relatively small geographic area.

3. THE BUILDINGS IN THE DISTRICT ARE EXCELLENT EXAMPLES OF
ARCHITECTURE FROM THE PERIOD 1900-1920- The buildings embody forms, materials, sty-
listic references, and architectural details typical of multi-family building types in Hartford during
the important Victorian Era of Hartford development. There are good examples of triple-deckers
(Half Sixes), Perfect Sixes, Queen Anne houses, and apartment blocks with Neo-Classical Revival
and Jacobethan Revival features. In particular, there are two identical Georgian Revival apartment
blocks on Edgewood Street (#21 and #27) that exhibit unusual creativity for this otherwise common
Hartford building type: rusticated bases, three-story-high arched openings in the center with re-
cessed porches, and triangular pediments over the large cornices at the roof. One other building in
the district requires special mention: a small two-story brick c1360 Greek Revival house on Edge-
wood Street (#14) with full-width intact wood porch, one of the oldest houses in the neighborhood.
Oilder than other buildings in the district, it was undoubtedly the home of a farm family which lived
in the area before residential real estate boomed.

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING UPPER ALBANY AVENUE DISTRICT

While the buildings in the proposed Homestead Avenue Historic District were built at approximately
the same time as much of the Upper Albany Avenue District to its immediate north, there are sev-
eral aspects of the proposed district which clearly distinguish it from the adjacent Upper Albany dis-
trict. In particular, the Homestead Avenue district reflects the improved quality of housing for
workers in the decade before the United States entered World War L.

Unlike the houses near Albany Avenue in the Upper Albany district, which are commonly one- and
two-family wood frame buildings, the buildings in the proposed Homestead Avenue Historic District
are nearly all red brick and built as either three- or six-family apartment houses. The Homestead
Avenue district is thus a rental district, not an ownership district. Moreover, whereas a worker
might previously have rented a room in a single-family house, the construction of these solid build-
ings on and near Homestead Avenue reflected the increased prosperity of workers, who could now
afford substantial separate apartments. In a sense, the change signaled a progressive development in
the upgrading of working-class housing in Hartford.

The working-class nature of the district can also be seen in its growth along the railroad tracks to the
south of Homestead Avenue. Unlike Albany Avenue, a main retail thoroughfare, Homesiead Ave-
nue is abutted to the south and southwest by railroad tracks and by buildings which are industrial,
not commercial. These less desirable (in terms of residential proximity) adjacent uses reflect the
working-class, rather than middle-class, nature of the district. Taken together, these architectural
and social elements, combined into a cohesive and intact area, make the Homestead Avenue district
an entity easily distinguishable from the surrounding districts. In addition, the Homestead Avenue
district, while not totally unique in Hartford, is one of a small number of areas not currently in State
Register districts which represent this type of triple-decker brick architecture. It is compact, consis-
tent, cohesive, and largely intact (Capitol Avenue to the east of Sisson Avenue is a similar district).
Describing the portion of Edgewood Street in the proposed district, Gregory E. Andrews and David
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F. Ransom noted that "Edgewood Street is one of the few [streets] in the neighborhood to have a
long row of three- and six-family brick buildings, creating a denser urban character than on the
blocks of Double Deckers [along Magnolia Street]."’ A similar rhythmic uniformity of design is
evident in the portion of the district on the south side of Homestead Avenue. The Homestead Ave-
nue Historic District constitutes a significant surviving example of this important type of Hartford
architecture and neighborhood.

! Gregory E. Andrews and David F. Ransom, Structures and Styles: Guided Tours of Hartford Architecture
(Hartford: 1988), p. 114. The authors also note how "the buildings’ uniform scale, front bays, and heavy
sheet-metal cornices with classical swags create a strong rhythm," ibid.



